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Evelyn Lau is a lifelong Vancouverite who has published fourteen 

books, including nine volumes of poetry.  Her memoir, Runaway:  

Diary of a Street Kid, published when she was 18, was made into a 

CBC movie starring Sandra Oh in her first major role.  Evelyn's prose 

books have been translated into a dozen languages; her poetry has 

received the Milton Acorn Award, the Pat Lowther Award and a 

National Magazine Award, as well as nominations for the Governor-

General's and a BC Book Prize.  Evelyn's work has appeared in over a 

hundred magazines and anthologies, including the Best American 

Poetry and Best Canadian Poetry series.  From 2011-2014, she served 

as Vancouver's Poet Laureate; she has also served on numerous 

national grant and prize juries.  Pineapple Express was released in 

2020. Her most recent collection of poetry is Cactus Gardens (Anvil 

Press, 2022). 
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Tolu Oloruntoba was born in Ibadan, Nigeria, where he studied 

and practiced medicine. He is the author of two collections of 

poetry, The Junta of Happenstance (Palimpsest Press / Anstruther 

Books), winner of the Canadian Griffin Poetry Prize and Governor 

General’s Literary Award, and Each One a Furnace (McClelland & 

Stewart / Penguin Random House Canada), a Dorothy Livesay 

Poetry Prize finalist. His poetry has also appeared in Harvard Divinity 

Review, Pleiades, Columbia Journal, Canadian Literature, and 

elsewhere. His literary work combines existential and metaphysical 

inquiry with examinations of urbanity, mental illness, and 

(im)migration. His non-literary work is in healthcare management. He 

was the 2022 League of Canadian Poets Anne Szumigalski Lecturer, 

and is a Civitella Ranieri fellow. He lives in Surrey, on Coast Salish 

lands in western Canada. 
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Megan Fennya Jones’s poetry has appeared in publications 

across North America including Poetry Northwest, Room Magazine, 

and PRISM International, in the anthology The City Series Number 

One: Vancouver, and the chapbook Normal Women. She lives in 

Vancouver



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 



 


